
FOSTER YOUTH & COVID19: A RESEARCH STUDY 

  

Field Center Faculty Directors Dr. Johanna Greeson and Dr. Sara Jaffee, along with Program 
Manager Sarah Wasch, recently launched an online survey study in response to the COVID19 crisis. The 
purpose of this national study, titled "The Experiences of Foster Youth During COVID-19" is to assess 
how older youth in foster care and those who recently aged out of foster care are faring with COVID19 
in the key areas of basic needs, education, employment, finances, personal connections, and 
health/mental health. 
  
Youth aging out of foster care and those who have recently aged out are among the most marginalized 
groups in this country. They experience countless hardships when they transition from foster care to 
adulthood on their own, and with the added difficulties of COVID19, these young people are among 
those bearing the heaviest burden of this crisis. By gaining a clearer picture of these burdens, 
stakeholders will be better able to advocate for the needs of these young people. 
  

   
The online survey is available until May 2, 2020. Any youth ages 18-23 in foster care or who aged out 
of foster care is eligible to complete the survey, which takes approximately 10-15 minutes. Participants 
will be offered the option of being entered into a raffle at the end of the survey to win one of twelve 
$25 Target gift cards. 
  
The Field Center will disseminate preliminary results soon after the survey closes with the goal of 
publishing a future academic paper on the national response to COVID19 as it affects older youth in 
foster care and aged out of foster care. To visit the online survey, click here. 
  
For more information about the study, please contact the principal investigator, Dr. Johanna Greeson, 
by phone (215-573-9779) or email (jgreeson@sp2.upenn.edu). 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SBfnHmjF4ASuagt6NrDTduXuGm9tn3VCf_Ag5vExnIt1ryxnUu2_UlmfAkN7sSZGlY2X5WT3pDh-UiE8GDZ7zUMij3TPe09u-h3gZpzLUer10-ruNpCYDWGq9FlVJKNnlM3_xxedTfo2bMHHpeUCoqmXatwBEJMH23UHVhxyFWHNeZ3r5jrlS_tJRnxu3glhI0dj3zQH_d_1HDPLm7YG97yCnY_vKD9T%26c%3DCYAvYBCnLTXVkTvQTNvjV2Ek2NzZR18qyaeq-2XzyQD6E1mt1TGVUw%3D%3D%26ch%3D3E9bGnClSc9v6z7z7QIQuL6SalO1Hc-QaWtU3pBOflOIL0jA8qD09w%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cksanborn%40seattleymca.org%7C7ed0e8a54cb74603f80108d7e7c1c1a5%7Cd81ae6b17a3747e194ee89710c6e2709%7C1%7C0%7C637232691685202082&sdata=K8ZpGcbDvF40kx%2BUTwJvj7q2VAIsFEHXFP2rzS1Xc%2Bk%3D&reserved=0
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